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Public Questions      

PQ From Topic Question/statement 

PQ1   Joey 

Barrington 

Anti-social 

behaviour by 

Glastonbury 

Tor 

Question 1 

I live on Stone Down Lane which is the top entrance of one the country's greatest landmarks, 

Glastonbury Tor. An area of outstanding natural beauty and have done for 40 years. This is now 

far from glorious with what has happened in this past year There has been extreme abuse of 

parking restrictions firstly with the double yellow lines being ignored and covered over. (after 

being cleaned by the town council still ignored) The clearway was then put in to alleviate this 

but sadly it backfired and failed massively. 80% of the new clearway signs were defaced and 

vandalised 3 times and then just taken off and stolen. There is a full-blown encampment living 

on the roadside for this last year (on a day with nice weather there can be up to 50 vehicles 

parked there increasing since the clearway was implemented.) Creating a terrible atmosphere 

with refuse and extensive human waste on the roadside. It's now become a serious hazard for 

emergency vehicles. This was massively highlighted when an ambulance couldn't get passed to 

access our house and had to be re directed a longer way round. My 6-month-old daughter was 

rushed to hospital suffocating with COVID 19. Local farmers have had their land taken over, 

misused and abused for camping and dumping of refuse/ waste. Local residents have stopped 

walking their dogs and young families, through that area and have pretty much stopped going 

up to the Tor due to intimidation and abuse they have received. The local Ice cream man was 

set upon a few days ago and was severely threatened and abused. He has sold ice creams by 

the Tor for the past 10 years and will not come anyway near it now. This has ruined a main part 

of his business. There has been aggressive and offensive graffiti about the police sprayed 

several times in large words in the middle of the road. The Glastonbury way cannot be finished 

as there are vans parked where the new information boards and benches are meant to be put. 

The local caravan sites which are now open are already getting negative feedback from tourists 

about the state of Stone Down lane and the general atmosphere around that area of the Tor. 

The Verges and drainage ditches on Stone Down lane have been completely flattened and 

ruined by vehicles, the hedges are suffering. Wildlife is also suffering. A local farmer can't even 

put his animals on his main field due to human waste that's been put into it through the 
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roadside hedge! Field gates have been blocked completely.  Extreme noise at night-time from 

drumming and general partying too with marijuana and other narcotics being smoked in public 

during the day and night on the roadside.  

I have photos and numerous accounts from local residents and local councillor's alike.  

Can the Leader of the Council assure me that he and all the councillors understand how 

terrible/critical this situation is? The impact on local residents who work hard pay taxes, pay 

council tax, adhere to rules and most of all want to keep their young families safe. I would like 

to know what is happening and what updates are going to be taken to make the road safe and 

to protect locals’, residents, farmers, tourists, the local economy, and Glastonbury Tor itself. In 

respect to the Tor that can't be just left to the National Trust. Thousands and thousands of 

people visit the tor and its crucial for the town’s economy and dwindling reputation. 

 

Response from Cllr Fothergill, Leader of the Council and Cllr Woodman, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport  

PQ/MQ From Topic Question/Statement 

PQ2 

 

Catherine 

Cannon 

Plant based 

school meals 

Question 1 

After declaring a Climate Emergency, the impressive Somerset Climate Emergency Strategy set 

an ambitious target of net zero by 2030, with the Strategy document recommending that 

Somerset residents, I quote, ‘consider a more plant-based diet’.  Here, the council is rightly 

acknowledging the carbon emissions that are embedded in the consumption of animal 

products.  Now, the task is to take steps to encourage, incentivise and support residents to 

make changes to their diets, and schools are an obvious place to start.   

 

This should absolutely not be seen as an attempt to impose any type of diet on people.  Over 

recent decades the demand for cheap meat and dairy has skyrocketed, and as a result, farmers 

across the UK have been forced to intensify - the only option for many has been to farm in 

ways which cause harm to the environment.  In Somerset we have a long tradition of livestock 
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agriculture, and we are rightly proud of our farming heritage, so our farmers shouldn’t be 

struggling and undervalued as they are.  We must value the expertise of our farmers, and we 

need to be willing to pay a little more to allow them to farm in the best way possible.  

 

In schools, the meat on menus is generally cheap, often imported, and certainly not the highest 

quality.  Despite this, it remains the most expensive part of the meal - plant-based meals are 

considerably cheaper.  Serving meat only three days a week, and healthy vegetarian and plant-

based meals on the other two days will save money, ideally allowing for procurement of higher 

quality, preferably local, meat and dairy. In the UK, only 18% of children get the recommended 

5 portions of fruit and veg a day and most young people's diets also lack fibre.  More plant-

based protein in schools is an excellent way to address both.   

 

ProVeg is a leading food awareness organisation and is offering free support to catering 

managers who are keen to make positive changes.  ProVeg offers menu consultations, chef 

training and PR support, all for free.  Even if the actual menu options remain the same, ProVeg 

are experts in making changes to the language and layout of menus that dramatically increase 

the uptake of plant-based meals. Since Somerset schools organise their own contracts for 

school meals, all the council has to do is use its considerable influence over headteachers and 

governing bodies by writing a letter recommending action.  I have been told by Cllr Purbrick 

that officers are looking into what can be done but I would like to see this issue treated with the 

sense of urgency that the climate emergency requires.   

 

I have been writing to councillors about this since December and I know many of you are keen 

to see changes that normalise plant-based meals and bring them into the mainstream. As 

people become more aware of the climate crisis and the need to put it at the forefront of every 

decision we make, eating less meat and dairy is growing in popularity.  When Leeds Council 

made this their top priority for school meals they were overwhelmed by support and found the 

transition easy.  Here in Somerset, there is growing support from local businesses, college 
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students, school children, parents, teachers and farmers, with over 300 signatures so far on a 

petition.   

 

Can the council confirm it will take the straightforward step of encouraging schools and 

catering companies to accept support from ProVeg, so that revised menus can be ready for 

September? This will be a very easy win for our planet, our children's health, our local farmers 

and council & school budgets.   

 

Response from Cllr Purbrick, Cabinet Member for Education and Transformation  

PQ3 Chris 

Waddilove 

Cycling in 

Taunton 

Question 1 

In August last year, Taunton Area Cycling Campaign (TACC) submitted to Council a Cycling 

Manifesto which represented the views of active travel groups in the county.  This document 

urged the Council to reverse its transport prioritisation of expenditure away from motor 

vehicles to the cycling and walking infrastructure.  A Freedom of Information disclosure showed 

that this expenditure was skewed 13 to 1 in favour of the motor car. Does the Council recognise 

the need to invest significantly and deliver actions that will improve safety, accessibility and 

connectivity, for cyclists in order to get more people out of their cars - particularly as this is a 

recommendation expressed by the government in its Gear Change 2 policy document, 

endorsed in the foreword by the Prime Minister? 

Question 2 

Cycling has experienced a boom during the Covid lockdown as the reduction in cars on the 

road and the imperative to stay local, encouraged more people to cycle both as a means of 

pleasure and transport.  There is the opportunity here to effect long-term behaviour change to 
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the benefit of all.  Does the Council recognise how expenditure on cycling would complement 

its climate change and health and wellbeing agendas? 

Question 3  

TACC's research has shown that one of its most popular and beneficial infrastructure proposals 

is a Wellington to Taunton Cycle Trail, a route used on average for 1600 journeys per day.  A 

first dedicated, off-road trail would be a very significant move and show serious intent to 

support cycling.  Will the Council work with Somerset West and Taunton District Council, TACC, 

Citizens Somerset and Sustrans to achieve this project, aiming to get construction under way 

before the end of 2022? 

 
 

Response from Cllr Woodman, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport  

 

MEMBER QUESTIONS 

MQ From Topic Question/Statement 

MQ1 

 

 

Tessa 

Munt 

Climate 

Emergency 

Community 

Fund 

 

Decision 

making 

arrangements 

Question 1 

May I ask for the carbon impact assessment per pound sterling of the successful and 

unsuccessful projects? 

 

Question 2 

May I ask that this Council changes the way Councillors confirm that they have read the 

notification of a key or non-key decision, refraining from the use of the the words "sign off" and 

in their place, substitute or add the word "seen" so as to indicate that Councillor's 

understanding but not their implied agreement with that decision? 

Thank you. 
 

Response from Cllr Paul, Cabinet Member for Public Health and Climate Change 
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